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Donegal Designer Makers are a group of 26 Professional Crafts people who work throughout Donegal.

We aim for quality and to promote the network on a National and International level.

We make Innovative products which are imagined, designed and produced in County Donegal.

The benefits of membership

 - having your work professionally photographed at a subsidised rate and  included on our website which was launched at the end of 2010 and will be publicised widely in future and all our other publicity material. 

www.donegaldesignermakers.com

facebook - donegaldesignermakers

· As a group we have representation with the GANS (Guilds, Associations, Societies and Networks) at the Design and Craft Council of Ireland
· We are also able to apply for assistance from local and national agencies to further our aims.

· To take part in group exhibitions and pop –up events, pooling our resources makes this much more affordable.
· Retail in our shop in Ardara, Co Donegal as a stakeholder which means paying an annual rent.
· As our profile increases we have numerous invitations to attend various events and also benefit from increased PR.

· Networking- to share experience and knowledge, support one another and collaborate on creative projects.

What is expected from all members:

· Members are expected to attend 8 out of 12 monthly meetings, held in the evening, usually in Letterkenny but this depends on a location which is easiest for the majority. 
· Respond to e-mails and keep in contact with one another.

· All members work on a voluntary basis and put a large amount of work into the group, therefore everyone is expected to carry out some role throughout the year.

· Pay €100 annual membership fee.
· Have public liability insurance to cover work, if wishing to take part in the shop, exhibitions or pop up events. This can be arranged through the network. 

   -   
Be tax compliant where appropriate

· Be a member of the Design and Crafts Council of Ireland

· Produce work which consistently shows high quality of craftsmanship and exceptional design

Application to the group is through a selection process. A panel will be looking for high quality innovative work which will complement the rest of the group. This means that certain disciplines are excluded at certain selections to ensure a good variety of work within the network. 
Of equal importance to the selection panel are the skills that you have and are willing to offer for the continued success of the network.

Any queries please e-mail info@donegaldesignermakers.com

Notes
The following skills and experiences are shared within the group. All applicants will be expected to enhance the network by adding to the skill set in one or more of the following ways. No one is expected to work alone on a task or be an expert.

· Applying and sourcing funding 

· Graphic design

· Overseeing printed literature

· Retail management

· Ecommerce

· Blogging

· Web content management and web design

· Using and updating apps

· PR and marketing

· Writing copy

· Distribution of publicity material throughout the county

· Event management

· Exhibition set up

· International export

· Networking

· Social media - facebook and twitter

· Corporate merchandising

· Identifying and sourcing training needs

· Representing the network at GANS meetings with the DCCOI, usually in Kilkenny or Dublin

· Managing our annual photo shoot

· Administration skills

· Representing the craft sector on focus, steering groups and forums.

· Interviews with the media

· Managing our mailing list within data protection laws

· Accounts and book keeping

	Contact name 
	

	Name of business
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	Telephone
	

	E-mail
	

	Website
	

	Mobile
	

	Facebook 
	


	Are you full time/ part time/ hobbyist/ Planning to start a craft business/ in full time education? Please give details

	

	What is your discipline and what do you make?

	


	Please tick Yes or No
	Yes
	No

	Do you work from home?
	
	

	Do you have commercial premises/studio?
	
	

	Do you have a retail outlet?
	
	

	Do you offer workshops?
	
	

	Do you provide demonstrations?
	
	

	Do you undertake commissions?
	
	

	Are you registered with the Design and Craft Council of Ireland?
	
	

	Do you have public liability insurance?
	
	

	Are you registered with Revenue
	
	

	If yes, in what capacity (i.e. sole trader/ company limited by Guarantee etc)



	Are you currently in any retail or gallery outlets?
	
	

	If yes, please list



	Are you a member of any other network or Guild?

	
	

	If yes, please list



	Is your work available to see on websites other than your own?
	
	

	If yes, please list




	Please give details of any exhibitions you have had.



	How did you learn your discipline?



	What skills and experience do you have which would be useful to the network

(please see notes regarding skills required to enhance the work of the network)



	Why do you want to join the network?




	Do you wish to retail in the network’s shop in Ardara, Co Donegal?

If so, please give details of product range and prices.



Signed _______________________________  Date____________________
The selection panel’s decision is final and no discussion will be entered into. Previous applicants are welcome to reapply if products have developed since the last application was made.

Please send the application form along with a disk of images of your work which can include product and exhibition pieces and all supporting information. Please provide brochure/ business cards/ price lists if available to the address below
Donegal Designer Makers

C/O Secretary
Glen Lower
Ramelton

Co Donegal

Emailed applications are not accepted.
Our next selection will be in January 2016.
Shortlisted applicants may be asked to submit work to the panel.
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